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FARM CREDIT ILLINOIS BOARD 
DESIGNATES HUNT AS NEXT CEO   

 
 

Kelly Duitsman Hunt was designated as the next Farm Credit Illinois CEO by 
the cooperative’s board of directors. Hunt assumes her new role effective Jan. 
1, 2025. She will succeed current CEO Aaron Johnson who will retire 
December 31 after nearly 40 years with Farm Credit. 
 
“After an extensive search for FCI’s next CEO, the board is confident Kelly 
Hunt will position the association for continued growth and focus on Helping 
Farm Families Succeed,” states FCI board chair Steve Hettinger. “We are 
looking forward to serving farm families under Kelly’s leadership in the coming 
years.” 
 
Hunt is a CPA and has over 25 years of accounting experience with 15 years 
in public practice. She joined Farm Credit Illinois in 2016 as senior vice 
president and chief financial officer and was named executive vice president in 2022. 
 
Hunt is a native to Champaign County and earned an accountancy degree from the University of Illinois after 
obtaining a business administration degree from Parkland College. She serves on the Parkland College 
Foundation Board of Directors. 
 
Kelly and her husband Greg reside in Champaign and have three daughters and two sons. 
 

# # # 

 
Farm Credit Illinois (FCI) is an agricultural financial cooperative owned by 18,900 farmer, rural landowner, 
and agribusiness voting stockholder members in the southern 60 counties of Illinois. Dedicated to Helping 
Farm Families Succeed, FCI provides competitive and flexible financing, crop insurance expertise, and 
Rural 1st® country life lending. FCI manages a more than $7 billion loan portfolio, sells 1.5 million acres of 
crop insurance coverage, and employs 315 staff in the Mahomet headquarters and 14 regional offices. The 
Association returned $40 million of 2023 earnings as cash patronage to member-borrowers in 2024. The 
U.S. Farm Credit System is a network of locally owned cooperatives supporting rural communities, farm 
families, and agriculture with reliable, consistent credit and financial services today and tomorrow. 
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